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IE fimilarity of the circumſtances which occaſioned: 


1 the death of Charles Bignell, with thoſe- which at- 


tended. the diſpute and duel between captain Rand 


lieutenant Ferguſon, and which proved fo fatal to the 
latter, is the chief inducement for the publication of the fol- 
_ lowing trial; the more eſpecially as it is not generally known, 

and may ſerve. to elucidate to the public ſome particular 


matters. 


But prior to the trial, we ſhall beg leave to ſay a few 


words on the preſent common and faſhionable mode of duel- 


ing; a practice, the pen cannot be too much employed againſt; 


nor can the laws be too ſtrongly exerted to chaſtiſe the of- 
% Wa dot 23 5 e e 


Firſt, then, let us examine into the principal cauſe of this 
abſurd and wicked practice, which will be found no other 
than afalſe and miſtaken notion of honour, urging particular 
men to commit deſperate actions, for little perſonal gratifica- 


tions, and mean, narrow, ſelfiſh views. 


It has been judiciouſly obſerved, that falſe honour has been 
productive of more miſchief to mankind, than ever real ho- 
Nour did good; as it affords the raſh and malicious man a 
cloak to gratify a revengeful diſpoſition, under the maſk of 
honour., Thus the choleric bully, who catches fire- at the 


| leaſt unguarded word of his companion, and, perhaps, jea- 


louſly miſtakes the meaning, deems himſelf injured, and 
without heſitation challenges a perſon, who poſſibly had no 
intention of giying an affront, nor any defign to engage in a 
quaprel; and, according to the nice rules of falſe honour, is 
obliged to riſque his life to the humour of a petulent cox- 
comb, or elſe be. ſtigmatized with the. appellation of a cow- 


ard: for it is confidered as a mark of true honour, that you 


muſt defend yourſelf. with your ſword, againſt one who has 
been the aggreſſor, and done you an injury. Thus the perſon. 
who has given the affront, or has harmed you, very honourably 
gives you ſatisfaction, by taking away your life. This is 


eſteemed to be a ſufficient recompence, though not in the 
leaſt conſiſtent with juſtice, or common ſenſe. 3 


vinced, by duly weighing matters, before they entere 
them. By this prudential method, they would be taught, 


that by reſiſting the, falſe idea of honour, and abiding by Fo 


. ? 
ao * 


Of the abſurdity of this too general opinion of honour, and 
the abuſe of it, theſe miſtaken heroes would be bers con- 
upon 
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 xcool dictates of reaſon and judgment, that what PLAY not 
ſtrictly co-incide with a good conſcience, a good heart, and 
= actions, is irrational, unjuſt, and vicious; and that to 
attempt to vindicate one crime by the committing of another 
ſtill worſe, is neither conſonant with true e honour, nor found 5 
| judgment. - fo la203 £1 5 
It is greatly to be regretted, that one Prlbtipal att of : 
| dueling being ſo much in vogue,_is, from the example of 
© thoſe whoſe duty it is to enact ſalutary laws; the vicious ex- 
- amples of the great, ſoon ſpreads their venom among thoſe 
„ bene them; and the beſt laws will never be regarded = 
the people, while a breach of them is continually made, d 


1 encouraged by their ſuperiors. 
We ſhall add a few words more on this abandons "I 


& 


and view the parent of a family engaged in this nice con- 1 


teſt, rather than give way to the dictates of reaſon ; and 
with a mind ſuperior to the ridiculous notions of the miſtaken 
170 art of mankind, laugh and contemn their idle farcaſms : 
; it | and although the call of nature likewiſe, the anxiety of his 
| © partner, the cries of his offspring, and all the tender ties of 
blcood, not to mention the chief point, (and which in this 
is enlightened age is ſo little regarded) what religion denies, 
| imprudentiy throws away a. life, to gratify the revengeful 
_ diſpoſition of a ferocious wretch, who may think his honour | 


attacked and his character aſperſed, . 
In ſhort, we ſhall conclude our Iatrodiifticd: with the de- 


1 Aiken id diſtinction of true and falſe honour, as laid down 


by a very learned man. True honour (he ſays) is an at- 
-tachment to honeſt and beneficent principles and a good re- 
Putation; and prompts a man to do good to others, and in- 
__._., deed to all men, at his own coſt, pains, or peril. Falſe ho- 
nour is a pretence to this character, and does things to de- 
ſtroy it: and the abuſe. of honour is called honour, by thoſe 
who from that god word borrow. credit to act baſely, ny 
Dor fooliſhly.” ... 
Me fear We have. treſpaſſed too log. on the readers pa- : 
tience; but, if this attempt to point out to the world, the 
dangerous effects that may enſue from a falſe and miſtaken 


notion of honour, ſhould have any weight, and prevent an 
one from purſuing the preſent mode of e we fall 
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ll the next ſeflions, and afterwards to the ſeſſions in De- 5 


W W And dan, oy 


Eduard E was . indifted by a per commiſſion, Pu- 


ant to the ſtatute of 39 Hen. 8 for the murder of 


Charles Bignell, in a certain idand near the Dablers, 7 


in the kingdom of Sweden, by giving him, with a drawn 


ſword, one mortal wound 1 in the upper part of his breaſt | 


+ above the left | pap, of the length of half an inch, and the 
depth of twelve inches, on the dal of September 171 9% 
of which be * died. 


| Clement Curl. 8 am DR af his « majoſty's s ſhip t the 15 


Worceſter And about eight o'clock: on Friday night, 
4 September 2 5th, 1 went into my cabbin, and W followed 
0 by the deceaſed, who was the firſt lieutenant; Mr. Cannon 


the ſurgeon, and the priſoner, who was ſurgeon” 8 firſt mate. 
: The priſoner then faid to the deceaſed, 


. board the Defiance, and got the papers drawn out, and : 
PG now I deſire you to ſign them.” '—Theſe papers were 


"02 have been on ; 


for a ſale to the priſoner, of the deceaſed's ſhare of a prize 5 


taken by the Defiance, on the coaft of Scotland, ——The LR 
deceaſed aſked him, if afiother time would not do a8 well; 
| to which the priſoner anſwered, no 1 will no longer 


by be donald a "OO of.” * 1 be deceaſed replied, l do 


of not. 


* dot refuſe to 6gn ae} bt won't be huffod into It; 
. and ſince you are ſo peremptory, I defire you to take 


40 yo things out of my cabbin ; I have permitted you to 


44 lie there for ſome time, but now you. ſhall find another 15 


. lodging.“ Next morning, I heard ſeveral abuſive words 


deceaſed: ordered the priſoner to go off, which he did ; but 
ina quarter of an hour he came up again, pulled off his 


: hat, and told the deceaſed, that he had leave from. captain 


Boyle, (the commander of the Worceſter) to walk the quar- 


ter-deck whenever he pleaſed; to which the other replied, 
Wo you! may walk and be damn'd.” | The priſoner told me 
de ame morning, that he had gor the captain's leave to 

N go on ſhore when he would, to do himſelf juſtice. 15 adviſed 


bim to let the quarrel die, or at leaſt to defet it till they 


both came to England. He made light of what I faid, and | 


turned mort went out of the cabin. In the evening, he 


bad given him leave for a boat to carry bim on ſhore Net 
8 morning. | Next morning being Sunday, the priſoner « came 5 
into my cabbin before I was up, and deſired me to give him 75 
2 dram, which when he had taken, he went out again; and as : 
ſoon as Faroe, I was told, that he and the deceaſed were 
gone alhore together : in about a quarter of an hour che ; 
boat. came aboard _ with the d dead doch of the deceaſed, 18 
Which = 


paſs between them upon the quarter-deck, till at lat the 


| came upon deck, and told « one of my mates, that the captain | | 


1 


| cabin, 1 heard che prif 


1 
, 
« | 
* L. 
280 
2 2 s 4 
; No | 


wich had foverdl as, in it, * Line: of them quite 

: through, Before this difference, the priſoner: and the decea- 
fed were intimate friends, and the former had many times 
( lent both money and neceffaries to'the other. The priſoner 


always appeared to be a man of a civil behaviour, and not 


7 in the leaſt inclinable to quarrel; but the deceaſed had quite 
a different character. He and 1 had meſod together for 
| ſome. time; but 1 at laſt parted niſſes with him, on account 17 


5 4 


of his abifive e tage, 2 5 Sod: 55 | 5 647 HSE 
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c William Cinnon, ſurgeon of the ſkip. Boing i in the taſtor' * 
-aſk the! a fed to ſign the 2 


papers. He avſwered; that: ke Wat not Ggn. them, for 5 


there were times and ſeaſons for all things. The e other re- 


plied, that he would not be made al property of, and chat 


the deceaſed ſhould ſign the papers and pay hat be owed by 


him, before he went out of the hip. | The deceaſed told 


9 dim, he would pay the n money: as ſoon as he had it, but would 


not hc» the e * all, bor be was not to ba buffed 
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n ſte, ' as + and: cher Abe f walking on the 
nl; I faw his ſervant and the priſoner, taking the 
priſoner 8 things out of the deceaſed”: 8. cabin: after which q 
the prifoner' came op to. us, and when he and che deceaſed 
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| Logan +0 reproach one another with fotmer clvilities; and 
among other things the deceaſed told him, that he was 
_ wighly favoured in being allowed o walk the quarter- * 
deck. T o which the priſoner anſwered, 4 have been admit- 
40 ted to the company of lieutenants on board other ſhips, 
* as well as this, and have received as many favours from 
„them, as ever I did from you. You, indeed, are my officer : 
ol here, and inſiſt upon Privilege; but what are we when we 
© 4 are aſhore?” The deceaſed replied, « Why then I am 
146 Charles Bignell, and vou are Ned Ely.” l believe,” 2” 
tags the priſoner, * you are like an old woman, that can do 
i 1 os ne but ſcold.” of 


wo went h to the ob, and adviſed h kw to ſign 5 
the paper; 5 telling him, I believed the priſoner was in drink, 
or elſe he would never have uſed him in ſuch a manner. To 
which he anſwered, «© Drink 1 is no excuſe for rudeneſs he 
2M ſhall not lye in my cabbin any- longer, nor- will 1 forgive 

«© him; for he has as good as challeng d me-—neither will 5 
4 ſign the paper, for I am not to be buffed into a OE. 


60 4 


e ten or eleven next morning, the deceaſed was 
walking on one ſide of the quarter-deck, and the priſoner 
on the other. I went to the . and aſked him, * 


— * 4 * _ 
2 N — — 
3 ae . 
2 2 . 2 


9 — £4 
Ds I 2; 7 — 


8 
* . - f ———— —_—_ N 
— * 8 3 r EST; «a * . 
$-- : b . - . — 
c 


3 * . 2 
— 9; Fn 8 ; 


134 | | 85 : 


% 0 

f 
* . 
— 
; 
oy 5 ' . 

4 ” . * t 

. * 


he lay laſt night. | » 6 1 W ſaid "i «with Mr. weten. e 
= ſecond lieutenant, who gave me a can of flip before we went 


* to bed. —Mr. Bignell has ordered me off the quarter- 15 
8 deck, but captain Boyle has not only ordered me on again, | 1 
. but has aſſured me, that J ſhall do myſelf juſtice if I have 5 : 
n mind to it. Then walking away, the deceaſed came 
up to me, and aid, that the priſoner had challenged him 75 
before the whole quarter-deck, and told him, that if he 


did not do him juſtice, he would poſt him for a coward, 


4 aſſured bim, I was ſorry for it, and again begged of . to 1 


fn the paper, that the difference might be ended. 


Between two and three 0 clock the priſoner came. to me : 
again upon quarter deck, and proteſted that he would do him- g 125 


*S * S . 


ſelf juſtice, let the conſequence be what it would. Jo Why 


_ 1 I have but one life to loſe. _ 


it would put an end to the matter 


45 (fays he) and perhaps it may not, it is as he will. 1 


9 to-morrow is Sunday,” . ſays I. and 1 hope you. will | | 
17 not do it then.“ £300 Q which he anſwered, * Do you coke | bY 
dme for a child! ? to-morrow is my birth-day, 1 ſhall then 
1 be thirty years old, and perhaps it may be the day of my 


1 told him, that if 
Us ſhould prevail with the deceaſed to 80 the paper, I hoped 75 


6 6 « Perhaps it may, 


afterwards went to the deceaſed, and endeavoured to per- 


"landed him to fign the Paper, and. . e the miſ- 


chief 


=; 


a). 


def that eh otherwiſe e "he but, * dhe b. b you 


* ſpend your breath in valn, for it is not confiſtent with 
4 my honour to ſign it, becauſe it would be to fign my- 
* ſelf a coward; nor am I to be huffed and bullied into 
„ compliance, my principles are as honeſt as any man 85 
« and I have no intention to wrong Mr. Ely, but to pay 
0 him as ſoon as 1 am able, and I had figned the paper before 
now, if he had not uſed me in ſuch a manner; but now I 
. will never forgive him, nor drink, nor ft. in company with 


bim.“ The next morning L was called up about fix 0 clock, 
and found the deceaſed lying dead on the quarter-deck ; 


he had eighteen wounds, one of which Was over the left Pap, 15 
paſſing through the left lobe of the lungs, and coming out 5 
under the arm-pit, which 1 judge to be the cauſe of his death, 5 
er was brought on board about half an hour after, "1 
and I dreſſed a wound he had received; 3 and on Saturday hed 
the roth of October, following, he told me, that the cap- 

: -tain might have prevented what | had happened. The pri- 
ſoner was a man that behaved himſelf very W and was 
not given to quarrel. He WAS intimate with, and very ſer- | 
viceable to the deceaſed, who uſed to Jangle with the offi- 
oers, and once he threatened to cane me when he met me 
on ſhore; but I told him, that he ſhould not ſerve me as he - 


* 


had ſerved captain Clark. 


U 


Dane! 


iy $4.0 1 
* 40. _— — 
5 = 


ta). 


Daniel Clark, adp 1 heard, the, 1 4 ay to 
the priſoner, “ No What is the matter that 5 are ſo haſty 
7 to have the paper ſigned? 1 don't deny ſigning it, but. | 
another time will do as well” The priſoner anſwered, | 
© ] will not be made a property of.” And then one (but þ 
Know not which of them). challenged, the other; after which 
the deceaſed faid, '* The! boat is now hoiſting out, and I's i 
$9 ' go aſhors with you direQly.”. But tha e replied, 5 
5 © No, you are my officer now, but if you don't ſee me, 
. U poſt you; for you'll talk and chatter, 855 that's all ! 
- you can do.” In a Little time, the deceaſed bade the 5 

priſoner go look after the fick' men; and he anſwered, == 
9... You | are not my captain „ now, for captain Boyle is 7 


: « come on board again,” 5 In the evening, the priſoner told 


| Mr. Young (the maſter's firſt mate). that the ca 0 1 | 
T given bim leave for the boat i in the nn N en 


| Andrew Wittin. The W an the, net! zepte 
5 came on the quarter-deck, went into the maſter” & cabin, F 
05 and fetched me a can of flip. He chen went to the.cabin-d oor. | ; 
on” the deceaſed, and having juſt opened it, fai ſomething to, 
: him; and about half an hour aſter five the boat was lowe — 
p ed and manned ” for him. He gave his ſword to the coz- 
Ste bid him take as much care of it- as he i of his. 


5 blood, and followed him into the boat, and put off *dire8tly. 
EY 


i 0 13 i 
The deceaſed came immediately to me, and aſked we, . 
| who was gone aſhore? I told: him; and he replied, that he 
would be with him preſently. His coxſwain returned with 
the boat, and told the deceaſed, that the priſoner gave his 
5 ſervice to him, and defired him to make haſte, for it was | 
very cold. 1 may be there time enough to his coſt, * ſaid 
the deceaſed; and thoreupan ſtept into the boat, and put off; 
and in a quarter of an hour the boat was brought back with 
Mr. Bignell lying i in it dead. The boat was again ordered 
aſhore to fetch the priſoner on board. 1 went in it with Mr. 
= Weſton, the ſecond lieutenant, and when we came to the pri- 
| toner, he freely ſurrendered himſelf. He afterwards told 


me, that he was put upon it by a certain perſon, and point- 
dd to Mr. Weſton cabin. door; 1 who, þ he aid, was a rogue, I 
or elle he had not done Mets i 0a ob uh al ied en 


" Ian Pg a We 1 Was called up about 40 5 
io the morning to man the boat, which I did; the priſoner | | 

| came into it, and bid me put him aſhore on a very ſmall 
1 iſland, which the ſhip lay againſt, As ſoon as he was 

; landed, he ordered me to. return, and give his ſervice to 
the deceaſed, and tell him, it was a very cold morning, - 
and he could not wait long. When I came on board, I found | 


the Rn walking ;M the quanter-deck, and delivered ts 
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Feet 1 11 my meſſage to him. He re | 
EAT 5 915 pb £7 : 6 a nd by to his ſorrow z and then gave me a: pair of deb. 15 
. vrapt up in ted bays, to. carry into the boat, which I. did; 
1 + he preſently followed, and bid me row him to the place | 


Wy ho the priſoner was. When we came to land, the de- „ 
ceaſed unbuttoned his waiſtcoat,) and deſired me ta obſerve, „ 

% Rn was naked breaſted. He red the boats ore w to 
Vp day in the boat, and me to follow him with 
ſoon as we came up to the priſoner, he ſhook him by the hand, 
5 5 e and aſked him, - what he wanted with him? 5 Þ did not hear 
. „ the priſoner anſwer; but the deceaſed replied, * © We ſhall 
. 5 decide this matter preſently and then enn an j 
bY Ot, 1 | pitt catridges, bidding bim wks his choice of the piſtols. | 
5 Thereupon the deceaſed came to my ri ight ſide, and the 

„„ Priſoner to my! left, In order, asI thought, to take the piſtols | . 
* 17 1 me. The priſoner's ſword was in his left hand in the 0 i 18 
. 0 ÿ TDD | ſabbard, and the deceaſed ſtooping, though I know not up- i 


— 


A 1 * 1 what occaſion, the priſoner drew his ſword, and ſtruck 


- 


. 5 âůé„ Ds tim, with, it two or three times on the head; upon which the 


dece ceaſed leaped from him to draw; but before he could o 
„ it, the priſoner run him into the belly, , and the left breaſt, 34 
>: the left pap. The deceaſed having got out his ſword, 
made two. or three paſſes at the priſoner; ; but the ond if 
faltered | in his hand, and the priſoner” continued ens it 
bim till he fell with his legs under him, This was all done 


TY 0 


; in ent three minutes; al then I called the boat's crew 
to take care of the deceaſed, who faid, when they took hold 

of him, HIVE This: villain Bath killed me before I drew 

1 my ſword ;” ſo he expired immediately. That the priſoner | 


fruck the deceaſed over the head, and ftabbed him two or 
three times before he could draw, that the deceaſed faid, 


i: The villain hath killed me before I drew my ſword,” 80 and bed 

5 the moſt material particulars « of the laſt depoſition, were con- 
5 firmed by John Burd, William Baker, and John Slade, they 71 
17 being the men, who, with the foregoing witneſs, James | 
17 Naves, rowed the e and the deceaſed ' aſhore, and . 


faw + all that a 


79 Mr. Cannon, ths union; n called again, depots 0 that $3 
| the deceaſed had no een in bis Wu | | 5 
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9 We ton, the 1 W 1 "AN" the . 

challenge the priſoner, and tell him, if he loved ſightin g. he 

Ry would give him enough of it; to which the priſoner anſwer- 

ed, No; if ever 1 quarrel, it ſhall be on the right fide 
1 of the hedge.--You are my officer.” 1 The priſoner aſ- 

| fured the captain, (when, he got leave for. the boat) that ” 

Ji the deceaſed and himſelf were friends, and that he was on- 
WE. : „ 1 going aſhore for his health. When I went to fetch the 
3 1 1 5 priſoner off from the iſland, he readily ſurrendered himſelf, 
au and gave me his ſword and the piſtol-catridges, and told 
* „ 50 me, that the deceaſed had ſpit i in his face, and called him 
* IA 1 Villain. When the deceaſed was at Sheerneſs, the priſoner | 
_ I. ac money to go to London with. -—The deceaſed was 


3 7 ; 2 ee. and hath made up ſeveral quarrels. It was 
5 0 we Wy | . 5 . 1 my ſword that he killed the deceaſed with; for, in coming 
„ 1 . Ti up the ſcuttle, I. bent the point of it, and gave it to the 
® 5 1 . „ armourer to Areighten, but without any view - of Sghting _ 
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foul-mouthed and doarrelſome; and the priſoner Was ve ry 5 


* 


| A armourer er the priſoner have it without r on know- | | 


* 
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| Garrge Dung. The priſoner e came upon the quarter<deck, 


1 told me, that he had got leave to take the boat in the 
; morning, and deſired me to call him at four 0 W 1 
| aſked him where he was. going, he anſwered, on ſhore for 
his health; and that, when. he returned, he would give me 
_— of a bebe of f wine, it being his birthday. 


M. Nunmend. The quarrel betwirt the prifoner 48 th$ 

| deceaſed, was about a prize that was taken on the coal. of | 

4] Scotland, boung from Rotterdam to the Iſle of Man. The 

| captain having received. a letter concerning the affair, he 
believed it would not be condemned as a Prize. The de- 1 
ceaſed thereupon, offered to ſell his ſhare of it for two guineas, 1 
; which the priſoner agreed to give him; but upon his deſiring | 
the deceaſed to aſſign it over to him, he refuſed, and 

| called the priſoner all the ill names imaginable.— 


# The deceaſed, was as foul-mouthed a fellow as ever God put \ 
guts into. He was very : abuſive to captain Boyle, to his 

5 friends, that fed and chathed him; ard, in ſhort, to every jp 
| body elſe. He not only borrowed the priſoner” s money, ; 
7 mt wore- his ſhirts too; and ingratiated himſelf with the 
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3 „ By on board the Gibraltar for ſixteen months; when I was firſt i: 
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45, e eee nt. uy the ſame thip, there he affronted and abuſed 
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-d me fo, that I was forced to get LE 
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chard. Anſtrong. the armourer, Mr. 


1 23 pl. | ſword. to ſtreighten, and LL: having made 
VV © ns it, tool my file to ſmooth it; 
. FFF; ᷑ N and that was the ſword the priſoner did N FF 
u. Hunt. I viewed the body of the deceaſed twice, and | 
1 „ | diſcovered. about eighteen wounds, but none in the bell 4 75 8 
1 „ at on the left breaſt was mortal. . The priſoner d o | 
2h 1 5 ts PE | wounds, one of which was three inches and a a half deep, and 
N Fe <4 four Ache made * ſword. If the deceaſed. 4 | 
wy | | | received the wound in the breaft firſt, | I be eve, he could 
| ll 5 > h ived the others afierwards; but 1 
p ; Tl he might have made ome — BER as, ASIA 7 es 
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